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the meaning of history, is derived only from the Judseo-
Christian tradition. The Greeks did not have it: for them
history was a succession of cycles and human destiny was
ruled by fate. The Oriental civilizations are likewise
a-historical: the idea that humanity is developing toward a
spiritual goal is essentially Christian. And although the modern
humanist, trained in the sceptical, Descartian approach to
knowledge, and in the Lockean empiricism, is reticent about
committing himself to a wholehearted Platonic affirmation of
the primacy of the spiritual over the material, or to other
metaphysical creeds, and prefers to profess agnosticism in
matters of the ultimate meaning of life, yet his actions speak
louder than his words: for in practice he rests his humanistic
programme of creating a just and good world upon the
assumption that justice and goodness do really exist and are
realizable. Moreover, unwilling though he be to commit him-
self in theory, in practice he is bold to devise means to attain
his ideal enols. But this is only translating in action the faith
of a Christian in a personal God who is truth, goodness, justice
and righteousness, and above all is love.

The humanist likewise shares with the Christian the faith
in the supreme value of man. It is not by accident that the non-
Christian and non-humanistic world views reject such a faith.
For as Dostoyevsky has shown in his starkly realistic novels,
without faith in God one cannot believe in man. Nazism
and fascism subordinate human units to the state. Under
their regimes man is exploited in the interests of society or the
State, either as cannon-fodder or as an industrial robot. His
mind is dominated by propaganda as well as his body by
compulsory methods. This is strictly logical: for human
personality has no intrinsic, transcendent value. The
materialistic philosophies likewise value things above men. To
a Raskolnikov, all things are permitted; a Stavrogin, unable
to distinguish between good and evil, and without capacity to
believe in any ideal or to love anything or anybody, destroys